
When thinking about your community, how effective are the following services or activities in addressing alcohol and/or drug use:  

                                                     Very        Somewhat                          Does  not     I don’t 
                                                 effective      effective     Ineffective       exist           know 

B3.   Laws and policies that discourage alcohol and drug or substance use (local/city ordinances,  
         zoning, drug-free zones)  

                                        

B4.   Police enforcement  of laws and policies that discourage substance use                                         

B5.   School-based substance abuse prevention education                                          

B6.   Local schools enforce zero tolerance                                         

B7.   Supervised after-school activities for youth such as church programs, mentoring programs,  
         skills training programs, teen centers, and youth community action groups 

                                        

B8.   Businesses or communities that voluntarily take steps to stop loitering, litter, or graffiti                                          

Please indicate whether you support the following: 
                        Do not          I don’t 
   Support      support          know  

B9.     Limiting alcohol sales at community events, such as at football games and county fairs.                          

B10.   Limiting the type of alcoholic beverages sold at liquor stores.                           

B11.   Using laws to restrict when, where and how alcohol is sold.                           

B12.   A local law regulating medical marijuana businesses — similar to the way alcohol businesses and  
           pharmacies are regulated. 

                 

B13.   A local ban on medical marijuana businesses.                  

B14.   A tax  increase of 5 cents per drink on beer, wine, and liquor to pay for programs to prevent underage drinking.                   

B15.   A law that penalizes adults who illegally provide alcohol to teenagers.                  

B16.   A law that would ban all advertising of alcoholic beverages on billboards and public property.                  

B17.   A law requiring restaurant owners to receive training on how to serve alcohol responsibly.                   

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

Alcohol and Other Drug Use Prevention Community Needs Assessment – ADULT 25+ 

IMPORTANT DIRECTIONS FOR MARKING ANSWERS 

This kind of mark will work: Correct Mark   

These kinds of marks will NOT work: Incorrect Marks 

FOR ADMINSTRATOR USE ONLY 

Survey ID:             Date:  ___ /___ /2012                  Time:  _____:_____   am   pm 

 
Type of Location (school, grocery store, church, private residence):  __________________________________ 

What language was this survey administered in?        English        Another language (Specify:) _______________________________ 

A1. City or community of residence: _____________________        A2. Age: _______        A3. Gender:   Female     Male     Transgender      

First we would like to ask you some questions about alcohol and drugs in our community. Please answer as best you can.  

B2. What are the 3 biggest substance use problems in your community? 

          Alcohol          Inhalants 

         Marijuana          Over-the-counter medications used to get high 

          Methamphetamine use        Prescription medications used to get high 

          Ecstasy    

B1. What are the 3 biggest reasons for alcohol or drug misuse by youth and young adults in your community? 

          Too many liquor or grocery stores               Medical marijuana dispensaries/businesses 

          Bars or restaurants sell alcohol to people under 21                   Alcohol billboards or advertisements 

          Liquor or grocery stores sell alcohol to people under 21     Easy access in the home 

          Parents/guardians allow use in the home or at family events      Peer pressure/influence 

          Drug dealing             Lack of consequences at school or home 

          Drug houses             Lack of positive activities 

          Drinking in public allowed (beaches, community events, neighborhoods)    Sales of drug paraphernalia 

         

Other than those above, what are other reasons for alcohol and drug misuse in your community? _________________________________ 

VERSION 2_2.14.12  



C9.  Other than the ways listed above, is there any other way that young people usually get alcohol or drugs? (Describe below:)   

         _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now we would like to ask where youth are likely to get alcohol and drugs in your community. Please answer as best you can.  

C1. How easy do you think it is for underage drinkers to get alcohol?  

  Very easy                          Somewhat easy                              Somewhat hard                      Very hard                    I don't know 

How do most young people who use the following usually get them? (Select all that apply) 

   

C10.  Do you know of any store in your neighborhood or near your home that sells beer, wine or liquor to young people under age 21?   

            Yes            No 

           C11.  If yes, how likely are you to report the store owner to the authorities?   

          Very likely                 Somewhat likely                   Somewhat unlikely      Very unlikely       

                      C12.  If not, why not?                                

                                      Do not know who to report it to               Do not think it would help                  Other 

C2.   Alcohol (e.g. beer, wine or liquor)                                                                    

C3.   Marijuana (e.g. pot, weed, grass, hash,  
         bud)  

                                                                

C4.   Methamphetamine (e.g. speed, crystal 
         meth, crank, ice)  

                                                             

C5.   Ecstasy (e.g. MDMA, Molly, X, XTC)                                                                  

C6.   Inhalants (e.g. things you sniff, huff, or  
         breathe to get “high” such as glue,  
         paint, aerosol sprays, gasoline,  
         poppers, gases)  

                                                               

C7.   Over-the-counter medications to get  
         high (e.g. Robitussen, Sudafed, cough  
         syrup)  

                                                              

C8.   Medicines prescribed by a doctor and  
         used to get high (e.g. Valium, Xanax,  
         Percocet, OxyContin, OxyCodone,  
         Adderall, Ritalin, Vicodin)  

                                                               

                                                                                    From                From     
                                                        At their            adults at         friends or      Get adults      Clubs, bars,          
          At                      At                  own                 friends’           another       to buy it for       gambling         Community           
      school              parties             home                homes           teenager            them               casinos               events               

C15. Has a doctor or nurse asked you about your drinking or drug use in the past year?  

            Yes                      No                         I haven’t seen a doctor or nurse during the past year  

C13. How easy do you think it is for young people to get marijuana?  

    Very easy                    Somewhat easy                        Somewhat difficult                   Very difficult                    I don't know    

C14. Are medical marijuana dispensaries legal in your city?  

           Yes                      No                          I don’t know  

When thinking about your community, how much do you agree with the following statements:  

                                                  Strongly    Somewhat   Somewhat   Strongly     I don’t 
                                                    agree            agree         disagree     disagree     know 

C16.   Prescription drugs are safer to use to get high than illegal drugs                                         

C17.   Medical marijuana obtained at legal dispensaries is often sold or given to others who  
           don’t have a medical marijuana card 

                                        

C18.   Securely storing and/or tracking your prescription medications in the home that can be  
           abused (e.g., Valium, Xanax, Percocet, OxyContin, Adderall, Ritalin and Vicodin) will help  
           prevent youth from misusing those substances 

                                        

C19.   Medical marijuana dispensaries have led to increased marijuana use                                         

C20.   Drug dealing is frequently going on in parks, street corners, and other locations                                          

C21.   Youth commonly attend house parties where substance use is likely going on                                          

C22.   Medical marijuana dispensaries have led to a decrease in drug-related crimes                                          
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C31.  If you called the police/sheriff to report a problem, how likely would they be to respond? 

       Very likely                         Somewhat likely                         Somewhat unlikely                   Very unlikely                 I don't know

Finally, we would like to ask about your own alcohol and substance use. Please remember that your answers are completely  
confidential. 

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you drink… 

D1. At least one drink of alcohol                                                                  

D2. Five or more alcoholic drinks in a row                                                                

    0  days             1 day               2 days             3-9 days         10-19 days        20-30 days        Refused 
                                           

During the past 30 days, on how many days did you use… 

D3. Marijuana                                                              

D4. Methamphetamine                                                            

D5. Ecstasy                                                         

D6. Inhalants                                                            

D7. Over-the-counter medications to get high                                                            

D8. A prescription pill to get high                                                            

If you are a parent or guardian of someone under age 17, have you talked with him or her about the dangers of the following in the past 
year:  
 

C24. Alcohol use                      

C25. Marijuana use                     

C26. Methamphetamine use                  

C27. Ecstasy use                     

C28. Inhalant use                     

C29. Over-the-counter medications used to get high                      

C30. Medicines prescribed by a doctor used to get  
         high 

                 

              Yes                        No     

    0  days             1 day               2 days             3-9 days         10-19 days        20-30 days          Refused 
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

Lastly, please answer the following questions. 

E1. Which ethnicity/race do you most identify with? 

 White not Hispanic  

 Asian or Asian American  

 Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander  

 Hispanic/Latino  

 Native American or Alaska Native  

 African American/Black not Hispanic  

E2. Do you consider yourself multiracial or multiethnic?  

        Yes                 No             

E3. If yes, please  specify: ___________________ 

E6. How often do you watch TV in a language other than English?  

         Never          Rarely             Sometimes              Often                 Very Often 

E7. How often do you hang out with friends of your own culture/ethnic group? 

          Never          Rarely             Sometimes               Often             Very Often 

E4. What language do you speak most often (other than English)?    
        _______________________  

E5. Which language are you most comfortable speaking?  

        Only English      

        English more than (specify other language:) _____________________     

        Both Equally      

      Other language more than English;  

                              (specify other language:)  ____________________     

        Only other language;  

                               (specify other language:) ____________________      


